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29th November 2003
Mr lan Johnson
Manager
Ayrshire Joint Structure Plan and Transportation Committee
15 Links Road (
PRESTWICK KA9 1QG - 9 DEC 2003
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Dear Sir,

Thank you for your letter and the pamphlet outlining the key issues that face
Ayrshire in the future.

As far as Straiton is concerned the problem of timber extraction is a major concern
to all of us, young and old alike, especially to those on or near the Newton Stewart
Road or the B741 and the B7045 which goes through Kirkmichael to the A77.

Of course this is not a new problem. It is one which has been highlighted by the
Community Council for the three villages of Crosshill, Kirkmichael and Straiton, in
the Rural Communities Committee and at meetings with members of the Forestry
Commission and at the Galloway Forest Panel meetings too, which | attend as the
representative of the Community Council. Also meetings have been held directly
with the Roads Department of South Ayrshire Council.

To re-iterate briefly the deep concerns of local people it is a widely held view that
the roads were never meant to withstand the pounding by heavy articulated lorries.
Consequently there is damage to road surfaces, to the fragile edges and
sometimes to weak bridges. Lorries are coming through at all hours of the day and
night, often in pairs and sometimes in threes and fours. All of this is of great
concern to other road-users. Sometimes collisions occur. For example one
between a timber lorry and a Smith's bus happened ofithe road near to Crosshill
Cemetery in early June 2003 on a road which according to the Timber Transport
map is an excluded route. Three passengers from Straiton and the driver of the
bus were involved. Fortunately no-one was seriously injured but they were
shaken.

Timber extraction is important to the economy of the area. But at what cost?

To return to the local district for a moment. Straiton is a picturesque village, much
loved and often visited. It is a through route for lorries going deep into Galloway.
Two ways of relieving the pressure already suggested and, | believe, being
implemented are, first, the establisnment of a rail-head at Barrhill which with
suitable vehicles and re-routeing of traffic through the forests could result in fewer
lorries coming this way. Second, a linking of the area around the southern end of
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than the present routes this way.

Another factor which is of grave concern is timber haulage from the nearby Bennan
Hill. Part of it was felled this year. Lorries come out of the forest via Bennan Farm,
past Stepends Cottage and to the Dyke Road leading to the B741, thence to the
junction of the B741 and the B7045 just north of Straiton. A warning sign was
erected at the point where the Dyke Road joins the B7045. It has disappeared.
Before any further timber is taken out the sign should be replaced. At present the
upper part of the wood has not been felled. Perhaps too a similar sign should be
placed at the junction of the B741/B7045 because lorries have to go onto the wrong
side of the road in order to take the corner onto the B7045 towards Kirkmichael and
the A77.

| am submitting this letter in order to record the concerns at present and for the
foreseeable future of our members and of the villagers. In our opinion the safety
and the well-being of everyone are at stake in this delightful corner of South
Ayrshire on the edge of the Galloway Forest Park.
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Yours faithfully ,





