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Dear Sirs,

AJSP'2025'Submission

Furiher to my representation following the presentation to councilors on NAG
by Mr. Johnston at Cunninghame House | am asking you to consider the
following comments in the consultation because of the prevailing housing
Situation on the island of Arran ( and indeed throughout rural Scotland) where
there is a dearth of affordable housing for the indigenous population-

| believe that a change of on land release is long overdue and | submit
this paper in relevance particularly to Arran. The economy of Arran s, contrary
to the rest of North Ayrshire,in a growing phase. Itis, however, being
constrained by the difficulty of peaple with jobs (from menial to the
professions) finding permanent housing. Because of the recent high rate of

H ffaion in house prices the ratio between island wages and the cost of the
Tequired morigage to purchase many first ime buyers are precluded from
entering the market at all. There is a demand for second homes and
etrement property from people from outwith the istand but it should ot be
oo 25 a solution to the problem to discourage the migration to Arran of
people who genuinely appreciate the isiand and contribute to the local

economy and services. There is an imbalance between supply and demand

\While | welcome the recent traunches of money from Communities Scofland
for the provision of housing under the auspices of Isle of Arran Homes (Trust
Homes. formerly KirkcareHousing Assoc.) | do not believe that this s the only
way to address the problem of affordable housing and | would be wary of
encotraging urbanisation. The problem cannot be cured solely by public
sector housing.

If enough land could be freed for the development of individual proposals then,
1 believe that the problem would eventually solve itself.

| am not advocating an isolated house in the middle of an open space. | am
advocating permission to build within the curtlege of existing settiements
whether that be the smaller villages, clachans e.g. where several houses are
aiready grouped together or farm steadings. | believe this policy to be as
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[image: image2.jpg]sympathetic to the environment as development can be , socialy co-hesive
and positively advantageous to the maintainance of rural services especially in
o smaller communities. Most of the perceived constraints of access and
watar supply have been removed and waste water treatment can be dealt with
aither by individual properties or by groups of properties. Sensitive well
planned development compatible with the island environment and in a scale
© hioh does not require the provision of sireets and street lamps should be the
e icing priorty of a new stucture plan and not whether the land is adjacent
o main villages. | do ot believe that the housing shortfall should be
addressed singularly by enlarging the main villages with the schemes of
housing or in mini estates. Itis essential that the emphasis of planning S on
sonsitive, appropriately styled development rather than the obsession with
Boundaries and this does not mean expensive development because simple
sl awiellings can readily be integrated as | propose to meet the *affordable”
Sategory f land was available. Itis the scarcity of available land tha infiates it
price. To make more land available would ease most of the perceived
problems without detracting from the character of the rural landscape in the
Hlighlands and Islands provided that planners were qualfied to control
inappropriate design or scale

Ancther dovinside of the present system of designation is the practice of land
banking by developers. This also inflates the price of stes and lessens
competition in the building trade to the detriment of the small developer

Yours faithfully,

Wiz Crmrmie

Copies to: Development & Promotion, NAC
‘Arran Community Council




