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Ayrshire Joint Structure Plan
15 Links Road

Prestwick

South Ayrshire

KA9 1QG

Dear Sirs

AYRSHIRE JOINT STRUCTURE PLAN
SUBMISSION ON BEHALF OF AWG RESIDENTIAL LTD and JAMES CRAIG LTD

We refer to the review of the Ayrshire Joint Structure Plan and wish to make the following
comments on behalf of AWG Residential Ltd and James Craig Ltd in relation to their land and
property interests at Holmston, Ayr, which we consider is suitable for residential development.

Basis of Submission

The emerging local plan indicates that there is a requirement to provide significant housing release
to meet the shortfall in housing land identified in the Structure Plan. We are concerned however at
the lack of progress by South Ayrshire Council in bringing forward sites to meet this shortfall and
the approach they have adopted in meeting these requirements.

Initially the Council sought to meet the identified shortfall through the allocation of a one large long-
term housing site, following a site selection process involving 3 large long-term sites. However
following the Structure Plan’s up-date of housing land requirements there was a clear shortfall in
housing land for the period to 2005 and 2007 (300 units to 2005 and 1000 units to 2007).

In this context the Finalised Local Plan has aimed to tackle this by simply progressing two of the
long term housing sites identified, South East Ayr and Greenan, Troon, as opposed to only one of
these sites. The Local Plan therefore concludes that the shortfall has been met by these
allocations.

The matter is however not that clear. The two long-term sites will not reach capacity until 2009,
which suggests that there is a long run in period for these sites. We are aware that South East Ayr
has some significant infrastructure issues to resolve. As a result there may still be a deficiency in
the original 2005 Structure Plan requirement or the up-dated 2007 requirement.

To illustrate this the 2009 requirement as it stands is short of 570 units and the 2012 requirement is
short by 1108. The 2 long term site identified in the plan can provide 1400 units which will
eventually meet and exceed the present allocation but should neither site be effective within the
2005 time frame then there would appear still to be a shortfall in the Strategic requirement of 300
units for that period.
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We therefore consider this that there is a flaw in the Councils approach to identifying 2 long-term
housing sites as whilst they may eventually meet the overall housing requirements, by virtue of
their scale and lead-in times, there is likely to be a programming shortfall in the short term housing
requirements to 2005-2007.

It is our opinion that the Structure Plan therefore needs to direct South Ayrshire Council to tackle
this deficiency and allow for some limited smaller scale release to meet this short-term shortfall.
Clearly it is our position that our client's site at Holmston can make an effective contribution to
2005-2007 housing land requirements.

It is also the case that the Greenan, Troon site has attracted a large body of public objection and
development at Holmston offers a less sensitive opportunity.

We also understand that the review of the Structure Plan will include a further up-date on housing
land requirements following the publication of the 2001 Census information. It is likely that once
this information is available that the housing land requirements will increase further and this will
compound South Ayrshire Councils lack of progress.

We would be grateful if you would acknowledge this submission.

Should there be any matter which you wish to discuss please do not hesitate to contact the above
office.

Yours faithfully

T
5 AN
James Barr

On behalf of AWG Residential Ltd and James Craig Ltd




