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Thank you for your letter advising of a reconstructed Structure Plan for Ayrshire.

Given the loss of manufacturing production industry which has hit Ayrshire extremely
harshly, I feel that efforts made to create a degree of sustainability and development must be
a priority. To that extent, road infrastructure in particular can be the key.

An upgrade of the A70 between Cumnock and Douglas could well invigorate potential for
the wasted manpower resource that exists in the New Cumnock, Cumnock, Auchinleck
corridor. Similarly, I would deem some attention to the A77 with respect to Maybole and
Girvan to be a priority. A Maybole bypass, above all, would go beyond purely industrial
business benefit that is necessary for the protection of the town and lifestyle of its citizens.

I fully approve the Ayrshire Economic Forum’s thoughts on Western Gateway status.
Development of the deep water facility at Hunterston could provide a major boost. Looking
to the future and sustainability of industry, not just in Ayrshire but in wider Scotland, there
is an obvious need to protect security of electricity supply given the huge success that the
Hunterston Nuclear site has been. It does seem to me that pressure on government to bring
about planning design and commissioning of a new nuclear power station in Scotland in ten
years time is essential. To that extent, the existing Hunterston site should be promoted.

Tourism is a key element to Ayrshire’s success. Care must be taken in protecting our coast
line in particular. Whether we like it or not, the fact is that out-of-town retail parks of high
quality attract tourists and shoppers alike. Some thought must be given to the potential in
this area albeit, as I have argued in the past, with devices attached to encourage visitors to
access the changed environment of town centre shopping. This, in my view, should be
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[image: image2.png]centred around the county town of Ayr. To some extent, I recognise that Irvine and
Kilmarnock have stolen a march.

Leisure facilities must play a part in the reinvigoration of our area. I point to ongoing
attempts to create a national ice sports facility at the Centrum, something worthy of
attention in any structural plan produced.

Improvement of rail services runs high on the list of priorities in my view. The importance
of Prestwick Airport to our area cannot be undervalued. A major benefit for Ayrshire would
be the provision of a cross rail facility in Glasgow thereby negating the Central/Queen
Street foot journey for passengers intent on accessing the north and east of Scotland.

These are but a few thoughts made in general terms. I have deliberately omitted the issue of
housing which I am sure will form @& major element in any Structure Plan. A common
problem faced by all small towns and villages is the closure of small shops and businesses.
Perhaps the most depressing of all routes into Ayrshire is that via the A71. Some form of
development planning which would allow for the conversion of the many boarded up,
dilapidated shops and properties should be a central element to the Structure Plan which
may require new initiatives from both the Scottish Executive and local councils. There is
nothing that would do more for the promotion of Ayrshire than such a clean-up.

My views represent first thoughts on reading your letter and statement of intent. They are
couched in general terms. Obviously, as time goes on, I would be happy to make further,
and perhaps more detailed and specific comment.
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