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AYRSHIRE JOINT STRUCTURE PLAN 2025
RESPONSE TO ISSUES PAPER
GLASGOW PRESTWICK INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

Many thanks to you and your colleague Nigel Wallace for taking the time to meet us last
week regarding the future of Glasgow Prestwick International Airport (GPIA), and its
implications for the forthcoming replacement Joint Structure Plan. Following that meeting,
we would like to confirm in writing GPIA's response to the short Issues Paper you issued in
late 2003.

Economic Benefits

One of the issues highlighted in your paper was economic prosperity, and how the land use
planning system can respond to the challenge of future economic development
opportunities. GPIA's recent response to the Department of Transport's Consultation Paper
on ‘The Future Development of Air Transport in the United Kingdom' listed the key economic
benefits that GPIA can deliver to Ayrshire:-

= GPIA delivers more inbound tourists per million passengers per annum (mppa) than any
other Scottish airport as its scheduled services are predominantly low cost;

= GPIA's ownership is independent of the UK/EU hub airports and the Airport is therefore
focused on encouraging and developing direct scheduled passenger services rather than
feeder services;

= GPIA handles more airfreight than the total frandled at all other Scottish airports, and
more Boeing 747 Freight (B747F) operations than any other UK airport. These services
and their expansion are vital to Scottish manufacturing and service industries;

= Aerospace industries are well developed at GPIA, providing a cluster of skils &
expertise, and a highly skilled, competitive workforce.

= The land bank at GPIA is well positioned to increase airport related developments,
similar to the B747 maintenance facility recently developed by Polar Air Cargo and the
B737-800 base maintenance faciity developed by Ryanair.
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In addition to the 440 people employed directly by the Airport, an additional 70 are employed
by the service providers at the Airport, and a recent study showed that around 2,250 jobs
directly depend on the Airport’s operation.

GPIA can deliver wide economic benefits to Scotland by providing and developing inbound
tourism, airfreight services and aerospace indusiries. It is estimated that, by 2030, GPIA
could support 20,000 jobs and contribute around £1 billion to the Scottish economy.

As you are aware, the curent Joint Structure Plan generally suppors the role that GPIA
plays in Ayrshire’s economy, and seeks to safeguard ts future development & expansion.
GPIA welcome this approach and would hope that this support is carried through to the new
Joint Structure Plan.

Future Expansion

Strategic planning dictated that GPIA be ‘future-proof.. Similar to London’s Stansted Airport,
GPIA was positioned far enough from the densely populated areas to avoid undue
disturbance whilst close enough to serve the major population. Both airports were designed
to be capable of expansion in a logical and progressive fashion.

GPIA has a present terminal capacity of 3.0mppa and currently handles 1.9mppa, with
scheduled services to Dublin, London, Paris, Frankiurt, Brussels, Oslo, Stockholm,
Gothenberg, Barcelona, Mian, Shannon, Bournemouth and Cardiff. The highest frequency
route is London Stansted, with Ryanair operating 10 services per day. The Government's
recent consultation paper concluded that GPIA would handle around 6mppa by 2030. In
fact, GPIA's own forecasts suggest that 3.0 mppa will be easily achieved by 2010 and
probably considerably sooner.

This additional demand can be satisfied within the existing facilties but with the need for
significant further investment In addition, current Annual Air Traffic Movements (ATMs) at
GPIA only number around 15,000, compared to a theoretical annual capacity of 256,000

The land within GPIA's ownership extends to some 880 acres, providing ample land for
additional passenger and cargo handling facilties, and also for airport related development
such as aircraft maintenance. Such is the size of the land bank, GPIA is actively
encouraging airlines and service providers to set up Maintenance, Repair and Overhaul
(MRO) facilfes on the site.

However, the ability to expand the airport's operation in the future depends on what happens
in a much wider area than simply the land within GPIA's control. As GPIA is such an
important economic catalyst within Ayrshire, anything that impacts upon its future operation
will have a direct and adverse affect on the area’s economy.

Due to the airport's location, there is very little noise impact from its operation as the
population density under the approach and take-off routes is minimal. The number of
dwellings within the 57dBA noise footprint is 3,600, compared to 4,400 at Edinburgh, 9,900
at Aberdeen, and 25,000 at Glasgow Abbotsinch. Whilst a detailed study has yet to be
undertaken, it is unlikely that any additional people beyond the existing 3,600 would be
impacted.

We would hope that the new Joint Structure Plan's support for GPIA is reinforced to prevent

further encroachment into sensitive areas around the periphery of the airport where new
development could affect the effectiveness of the fight approaches to GPIA. Despite the
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current Joint Structure Plan's position, there have been a number of planning permissions
granted in recent years, particularly in the Heathfield area, that have the potential to
adversely affect GPIA's investment strategy and constrain its future expansion.

Surface Access

GPIA has its own mainiine railway station and is connected to Glasgow's Central Station by
a high-speed, frequent rail service. This was built by GPIA's owners entirely at their own
cost (some £2.3 million) in the early 1990s. This means that GPIA is the only airport in
Scotland to benefit from such  link and only modest investment is required in comparison to
Scotland’s other central belt airports to sustain the anticipated growth in air passenger traffic.

‘This rail link means that, already 30% of GPIA's passengers use the *Airtrain’ service, which
is a partnership between GPIA and Strathclyde Passenger Transport. This is wholly in
keeping with the Government's aspirations to reduce unnecessary car journeys & encourage
sustainable travel pattemns.

GPIA believe that this excellent modal split can be increased further if improvements are
made to the frequency and quality of the main Ayr-Glasgow service serving GPIA. We
would ask that the new Joint Structure Plan support and encourage Network Rail and
Strathclyde Passenger Transport to work with GPIA in delivering this investment.

GPIA is also well seved by the strategic road network, with good dual
carriageway/motorway access to Glasgow along the A77/M77. GPIA welcomes the
forthcoming upgrading of the A77/M77, as this will inevitably make GPIA more accessible,
and hence more popular, to the majority of the Central Belt's population.

However, these improvements will also make South Ayrshire more attractive to Glasgow
commuters and GPIA is concered that the improvements further up the network wil lead to
increased congestion at the A77/Ayr Bypass junction (Dutch House). Traffic delays here
could easily cancel out any benefits delivered by the A77 upgrading, and GPIA would
therefore ook to the Structure Plan to support the requisite upgrading of this junction at the
appropriate time.

GPIA would also like to see Structure Plan support for the creation of a new link between
this junction and the existing/proposed airport related industrial development on the north
side of the Airport. This would have the dual benefits of relieving traffic pressures on the
village of Monkton, and making the area more attractive to industrial occupiers.

In the longer term, the viability and economic impact of a multi-modal freight interchange at
Prestwick should be evaluated. The existing rail line, so-to-be improved road network and
deep sea port at Hunterston represent a potent combination.

Residential Development

GPIA is host to a Royal Navy Air Station, operating a helicopter Search and Rescue role.
‘The base, situated on the northem boundary of the Airport is divided into two distinct areas:
the operational site and the domesticiresidential site.

The domestic site, which extends to 36 acres and is occupied by considerable residential
accommodation and amenity buildings. Although the Draft South Ayrshire Local Plan
proposes airport related development on this land, GPIA believes that it is extremely unlikely
that this particular piece of land will be developed for this purpose as:-
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= The land is separated from GPIA's airside apron by the B739 Tarbolton Road.

+ The supply of potential airport related land in the combined ownership's of Scottish
Enterprise, British Aerospace & GPIA is substantial, and likely to meet forecast demand
for the foreseeable future; and

= Access to the land is through the village of Monkton, and residents there will be wholly
opposed to further industrial traffic being channelled through their site

In line with the Goverment's national policy on new housing developments, which
advocates the re-use of redundant brownfield sites over the development of fresh Greenfield
land, GPIA is currently investigating the potential for the re-development of the site to
provide for new housing. It is generally acknowledged that there is a shortage of housing
land in this area, and strong demand for new housing (evidenced by the recent success of
Miller Homes' development in Monkton). This demand is expected to increase following the
completion of the ongoing upgrading works to the A77.

Although there are a number of issues to resolve with South Ayrshire Council at a local level,
we would ask that the new Joint Structure Plan makes specific provision for the
redevelopment and re-use of such redundant brownfield sites that lie outwith the identiied
boundaries of urban areas.

Summary

We hope that this letter, sets out clearly GPIA's aspirations for the future, and the role that
the Airport plays in the economy of Ayrshire. We respectiully request that the Joint Structure
Plan Planning & Transportation Committee takes these representations into account when
preparing the draft Joint Ayrshire Structure Plan.

Of course, if there are issues raised within these representations that you would like to
discuss further, then please do not hesitate to contact me.

Yours sincerely

@ (N

Colin Graham
Associate

Cc  David Grant, Glasgow Prestwick International Airport
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