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Dear Mr Johnston
AYRSHIRE JOINT STRUCTURE PLAN 2025

GL Hearn, on behalf of CG Property, would like to thank you for allowing us the opportunity to
express our client's views on the key issues that the replacement Ayrshire Joint Structure Plan 2025
should address. Given the early stage of the review, we restrict the following comments to general
matters, in anticipation of subsequent opportunities to express our client's views on more detailed
issues.

CG Property are the property division of the Co-operative Group who provide a professional and
commercial property service to the Co-operative Society, operators of supermarkets and
convenience stores throughout the UK, and significant landowners in their own right.

There are various Co—op stores located throughout the Ayrshire Structure Plan area. However, CG
Property's interest in Ayrshire also includes a variety of land holdings, which are considered
potentially suitable for a number of uses and development opportunities. The accommodation of
future housing land requirements and the creation of sustainable residential developments are
among the areas where our client considers it can actively assist the Ayrshire Joint Structure Plan

Committee.

CG Property has significant land holdings in the Ayrshire locality, including at Monkton and Troon.
Part of these land holdings has recently received support from the Council for housing development
under the Finalised South Ayrshire Local Plan. Our client intends promoting larger scale,
sustainable developments in the area, using its land interests to deliver qualitative environmental
improvements through careful, proportionate and balanced development initiatives. Such proposals
would be of a scale suitable to be considered by the emerging Structure Plan, and will be designed
to accord with National Planning Policy and best practice.

CG Property are of the opinion that, in accordance with current Scottish Planning Policy, delivery of
new residential development in Ayrshire should be sustainable and contribute where possible to
wider regeneration. Residential development should be of high environmental quality, accessible by
a range of forms of transport, exhibit good design, meaningfully connect to related community uses,
and provide a range of housing types and tenures. Land releases should contribute to meeting
demand for new housing while simultaneously helping to sustain villages and communities both
economically and socially and provide a basis for maintaining and supporting local services.
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[image: image2.png]In light of the above, we suggest that, prior to the preparation of any draft plan, the Structure Plan
Committee prepare and publish a list of preferred criteria, against which new development sites can
be judged. This would help to frame any representations submitted, and ensure that all potential
sites can be assessed in a transparent and equitable manner. The exact format of the list is for the
Committee to determine, but should include sustainability criteria, and potentially include a set of
key principles, which would underpin the new plan. This list should then be published and a new
consultation period allowed for responses. Such an approach would enable landowners and other
interested parties to identify sites which can meet the plan’s criteria, and to remove sites from
consideration where they clearly do not satisfy the plan’s key requirements. Only after this process
has been completed should the committee consider the allocation of land for potential future
development, and publish its initial draft plan.

We believe that this method would help to reveal the best sites and enable a new ‘clean slate’
approach, where the right land is identified rather than historic allocations being retained which may
no longer offer the most suitable solution to meet a specific need.

If the Committee intend however to move directly to a consultative draft plan, including draft
allocations of land, we request that we be advised of such, so that our client can submit
representations promoting their land for appropriate uses.

If you require any further information, or wish to discuss this matter further, please do not hesitate to
contact me.

Yours sincerely

e

Ruairidh Jackson
Associate Planning Director
ruairidh_jackson@glhearn.com

cc Christopher McGough — CG Property
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