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AYRSHIRE JOINT STRUCTURE PLAN 2025

We refer to the consultation draft of the Ayrshire Joint Structure Plan 2025 dated March
2004. We note that you invite comment from interested parties into the contents of this draft
and this we do as follows. Our comments are in the main linked to the environment of North
Ayshire.

1. While the draft plan contains many admirable ideals it appears to try to be all things for
all men. It tries to make omelettes without breaking eggs. For example, the coastline is
to be protected for leisure and recreation. At the same time Hunterston is to be turned
into another Rotterdam. Tourism is to be encouraged, yet the tourist would have to battle
with 500,000 container lorries on the road in any year just to get here. They would have
to struggle through years of road and rail infrastructure upgrading (funded by an
undeclared source) for a glimpse of our once lovely scenery dominated by hundreds of
gigantic container ships.

The environment is to be protected but at the same time these same enormous tankers,

sailing under flags of convenience, will be spewing anti-fouling and washing out their

tanks into our coastal waters, with devastating effect on our sea-life and the biological
chain that relies on it.

3. Can we also correct the statement made in paragraph 2.56 that the site’s owners are
investigating the proposal for a Hunterston European Container Hub. This is very
misleading as significant amounts of council taxpayer’s money is being given to the site’s
owners to fund this ‘private’ business plan at the same time as North Ayrshire Council
are, year on year, increasing council tax above the level of inflation. North Ayrshire
Council have been challenged by us on this point and questioned as to how they will
maintain impartiality as to the suitability of this project should a formal planning
application ever be made. No formal response has ever been received.

4. Renewable Energy Projects (that is wind-farms) are to be encouraged but again in
contradiction the environment is to be protected. However, every planning application
for a wind-farm in North Ayrshire is currently considered in isolation. Every hill in North
Ayrshire seems to require a wind turbine! This is patently absurd. Your joint plan should
stress the need for a national strategy for renewable energy in Scotland as has happened
in England and Wales, where they have adopted the eminently sensible logic of
concentrating wind farms in offshore locations out of site of land.
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[image: image2.jpg]5. Your plan talks of protecting our national heritage, whereas the reality is that North
Ayrshire Council have done the exact opposite. We refer to the attempted community
purchase of Southannan Estate, Fairlie, in an effort by concerned locals to protect and
preserve the lovely woodlands and the historic ruined abbey located therein. Instead,
North Ayrshire Council preferred to sell the site to a housing developer. The tree
preservation order that was put in place to protect what little trees remained was then not
enforced - despite numerous violations. The circumstances pertaining to this sale is still
under investigation by Audit Scotland and, pending the outcome of that, a referral to the
Scottish Ministers.

To conclude, we do believe that your plan makes interesting reading and contains many
worthwhile and positive objectives. However, fine words in a plan are meaningless in the
face of councillors and council officials with other vested interests and short-term political
objectives. Your plan should try to spell out how all of these factors can be complimentary
rather than conflicting and how your councillors and officials can be forced to abide by them
when pressure from other sources is brought to bear. In our view it is clear that Ayrshire’s
future lies in recreation, leisure and tourism that will create real wealth, opportunity and
decent long-term employment. If you truly want to see how it should be done take a long,
hard look at Lake Garda in Italy, where they would not let you build a dog kennel if it would
affect their tourism industry. Pouring unfound millions into subsidised manufacturing without
a market, and ‘back door’ sea gateways to Europe from the wrong side of the country, is
simply throwing the baby out with the bath water.

Yours sincerely
For and on behalf of Fairlie Community Council

D.H.Telford
Chairman

Qpticd gj leFree  &/B[0k..




