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GROWING AYRSHIRE

AYRSHIRE STRUCTURE PLAN 2025: CONSULTATION DRAFT

WESTRANS welcomes the opportunity to comment on the consultation for the new Ayrshire Structure
Plan. The following comments are an officer’s view and have not been approved by the WESTRANS Joint
Committee.

It is essential that the close links between the two organisations remain strong as the structures for the
delivery of integrated transport in the west of Scotland change in the light of the White Paper, ‘Scotland’s
Transport Future’.

The need for a close relationship between land-use planning and transport is reflected in the Consultative
Draft Joint Transport Strategy for Western Scotland to 2025. The Ayrshire Joint Structure Plan and
Transportation Committee and the three Ayrshire councils have played an important role in the
development of the Joint Transport Strategy.

We welcome the acknowledgement of transport as one of the 6 issues that are considered of primary
importance. We further welcome the intention to promote new developments in locations that are
accessible to all modes of transport and note the importance of the key road, rail and infrastructure routes
linking Ayrshire’s Gateway locations to their markets.

Whilst Local Transport Strategies are mentioned in the Structure Plan, the Joint Transport Strategy (JTS)
is not. Given that the White Paper’s intention is to form statutory regional partnerships and the JTS will
make the case for investment and infrastructure in that region, any improvements in accessibility to/from
and within Ayrshire will have to be included in the JTS. It is important, therefore, that these two
documents acknowledge each other and are consistent. The JTS is an evolving document and will take the
road and rail improvements proposed in the Plan into consideration as the finalised Strategy is developed.

1 trust that we will continue to work together to ensure that the transport needs of the Ayrshire community
are addressed.

Yours sincerely

e

Rodney Mortimer
WESTRANS Manager




