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lan Johnson Our Ref: RWS/jm/SAD5047
Joint Ayrshire Structure Plan
South Ayrshire Council 8 October 2004
15 Links Road
Prestwick

Ayrshire KA9 1QG

Dear lan

JOINT AYRSHIRE STRUCTURE PLAN
DEVELOPER CONTRIBUTIONS
RAIL INFRASTRUCTURE

1 enclose an article from Scotsman on developer contributions assisting the funding of
the Borders raillink.

We strongly recommend the inclusion of a similar policy in the Finalised Structure
Plan.

Yours sincerely
for RPS

L

Operational Director

Enc.

Planning, Transport and Environment
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New homes ‘tax’ to
help fund Borders
rail link ‘will add
£1,500 to prices’

WILLIAM CHISHOLM

THE constucton industy will
pay & of £1500 on every
R howse buit n the central
Borders over th st 10 years
to raise millions of pownds
Lowards the cost of Bringing
back passenge trins between
Edinburgh and Galahies.

But represcniatives of the
building trade have warncd
hat the so-caled developer
contibuionswil b pased on
o house buyers with no
e they wil have the money
elundedifthe 129 millon o

roject docs ot recie the o
i “

Members of the g
v on Seotish Borders Coun-
il today consier recom.
mendationsrom planning o
i o the Dattate develop-
ent e to b introduced in
Slected areas around the pro:
posed rallway terminus i
Rucedbank

I approved,the £1,500 con-
abutlon per howsing une il
be applied to any applction
or dbuclopment determined
afee 31 October,

But there will b exceptions
and exclsionsromthe charge,

including affordsble howsing
forent T egion suffes rom
& chronic shariage of socal
Tented accommdation, and
Specal imiaties are planned
b tacklca growing wiknglst

Acording t 3 repot rom
e planing deparimen, the
E1500 devlope contibution
Should be pad an conversions
ol bulldings toresidental i,

Bt whieth ew wilcovr
acvelopments i north and
South Roxbargh housing mar-
Kt prymenis il ot b
Sought fom housebuilding
Brojects in the Exrick and
Sirtow valeys of Selirohire
where the counci s atiempl.
ing (o encoursge familes 10
Population

e Sotish Bccutive hasyet
1o announce whether it wil
hocte E110 millon towards
{he cot o the il projec,and
e raibyay vl ot b bl
e palament et the pros
oo applcation o lpla:
tion, including compulsory
purthasepowers

N feport it
ments il e e by e cou
G Tn heevent of he Wavely
Bl ot receving royl s,

o the project not proceeding
within ten years of being autho-
rised by the act, all payments
will be refunded with interest”

It has been estimated that
about 7,500 homes will have
been built in areas affected by
thelevy by 2034, I that igureis
achieved then the coundil could
expect (o receive more than £11
‘million s a directresult of the |
contributions.

Grahame Barm; Sco
director of the Federat
Master Builders, told The Sots-
man: “Developer contributions
arcanother taxon new housing.
The Porders system will equire
claificition.

I the planning authority
insists o, say, 20 per cent of
houses in a development being
in the alfordable category, will
they be exempt?

s theend user—the buy
who will ay this sum, so con
panies will continue to build in |
the arca if they consider pro- |
jects 1o be economic”

Mrlam said local authorites
often imposed conditions of
planning gain on construction
Companies to pay for commu-
nity centres, road improve-
‘ments or even bus tops.





