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Dear Mr Johnson

| note the letter | received recently regarding consultation. | wonder if this refers to a second
round of consultation following responses to the first round to which | contributed.

| am very anxious, having missed the opportunity because of the 2003 elections to impact upon
the Arran Local Plan, to have my views (which are the views of the majority of the Arran local
community) consulted within the Ayrshire joint Structure Plan.

There is an acceptance among the representatives of the community on Arran that the loca Plan
is too restrictive and its land for housing allocation policy and that its policy does not address
either the need for land for affordable housing now the growing economy of the island and what
that requires. There is a widely held belief that the Arran population could grow considerably
without detriment to the indigenous quality of the island and that a larger population would better
justify both public and health services as well as impact upon the viability of many local
businesses whose profit margins are constricted by low customer base. The proposed new
build of Arran High School should accommodate a moderate increase in secondary school
pupils. An enhanced ferry service/timetable would be justified. The most recent Arran Locai
Plan does not address these issues satisfactorily.

| was advised last year as a new Councillor that my views could be best represented to the
AJSP Committee and | would very much hope that they will be discussed and considered prior
to the final draft of the Plan being submitted for approval.

During my first year in office, the need for affordable housing on Arran has become acute.
There are many aspects to its provision but one of these is land availability and allocation. |
firmly believe in and promote the policy of “clachan” development i.e. small developments
around existing settlements.
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| intend, with the support of the wider Arran community, propose at Scottish Executive level that
Arran might be considered for a pilot scheme to provide affordable housing for local people
creating a second tier market to which second home buyers would not have access. As you are
aware the problem is one for all of rural Scotland.

| would be grateful if you would update me on the consultation and, if appropriate, allow me to
enlarge upon the proposals.

Yours sincerely

Moo Come

Margie Currie
Ward 30 — Arran




