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Dear Mr Johnson

GROWING AYRSHIRE
AYRSHIRE JOINT STRUCTURE PLAN 2025: CONSULTATION DRAFT

Thank you for providing the opportunity to comment on the Joint Structure Plan 2025 consultation. |
am pleased to provide the response on behalf of NHS Ayrshire & Arran.

Given the spectrum the questions covered the responses relate to those which were seen to be
pertinent to health improvement agenda within NHS Ayrshire & Arran:

Q1

Q2

Q3

Q5

Does the Vision Statement set the correct agenda for the future?
Yes. The vision statement does set the correct agenda and correlates well with the vision of
NHS Ayrshire & Arran — ‘The healthiest life possible for the people of Ayrshire and Arran’.

Future population projections based on recent performance suggest that Ayrshire will
face a considerable loss of population. Is this trend acceptable or should there be an
attempt to stabilize the population at current levels? In light of recent projections is
this realistic?

We would suggest that further analysis needs to be undertaken to gain greater detail on the
demography of the Ayrshire and Arran population to extrapolate the effects of the ageing
population.

Are the seven principle aims of the strategy apropriate?
We would suggest that a principle aim should be considered addressing issues related to
deprivation particularly housing.

Do you agree that the area surrounding Ayr, Irvine and Kilmarnock located within the
Core Investment Area should be the main focus for future development.

Links should be strengthened with the rural communities and smaller urban towns, particularly
those with significant deprivation, surrounding these areas thereby avoiding migration which
that destabilise the communities.
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Q8

Q10

Q11

Q12

Q13

Q14

Six investment corridors have been identified. Is the concept valid, do they cover the
correct areas or are there other areas that should be included?

The M77 corridor does not seem to be represented in the Glasgow link. Presumably this link
presents the highest volume of traffic into Ayrshire and Arran? Should the Carrick corridor not
be extended so as to reflect aspirations to improve the A77 south of Ayr with the associated
links to Northern Ireland?

A hierarchy of communities has been established in Schedule 1 based on their
function: do you agree with the classification?

Unsure of the groupings within the classifications and would be useful to have further clarity
on the classifications.

Should more housing be built in the countryside?

In terms of local authority housing may be more pertinent to consider regeneration of some
housing ‘stock’ particularly in deprived areas before considering building in the countryside.
The key issue with building in the countryside is taking due consideration of infrastructure e.g.
transport, access to medical services etc.

In addition to the transport proposals identified what other development of the
transport system would be appropriate?

NHS Ayrshire and Arran recently commissioned a Transport Study to identify issues and
weaknesses surrounding the transport to and accessibility of health services throughout NHS
Ayrshire and Arran. The study considered transport via private and public means as well as
through the use of NHS vehicles. The study also devised potential transport solutions. | have
included a copy of the final NHS Ayrshire and Arran Transport Study for your perusal. It may
be useful to consider the areas identified in the transport study as having considerable
accessibility issues.

In addition to the regeneration proposals identified, are there other opportunities for
community regeneration and what are the most appropriate mechanisms for their
achievement?

Consideration should be given to proposals that encourage healthy lifestyles e.g. creating
green areas in urban areas, cycle lanes, playparks for children.

How much future housing should be planned for in the future and where should that
housing be located to ensure success?

This is very dependant upon further analysis of the future demography of Ayrshire and Arran
(as discussed in Q2). For example factors such as the need for sheltered housing, types of
housing, such as single occupancy, and affordable homes are linked to the age profile for the
area.

How should strategic planning policy address variable needs and delivery mechanisms
for affordable housing?

This is linked to the previous question and additionally the Scottish Index of Multiple
Deprivation would provide a useful basis for determining need and provision of affordable
housing.
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in this consultation so as to ensure that our own future service planning dovetails appropriately and to

this end | hope these comments are useful.

Should you require any further assistance please do not hesitate to contact Craig Lean, Senior
Planner.

Yours sincerely

Kirsten Major W

Director of Strategic Planning and Performance




