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Ayrshire Joint Structure Plan
15 Links Road

Prestwick

KAS 1QG

BY FAX & POST

Dear Sir / Madam

AYRSHIRE JOINT STRUCTURE PLAN — CONSULTATION DRAFT
WM.MORRISON SUPERMARKETS PLC

We write on behalf of our client, Wm Morrison Supermarkets Plc (Morrisons). As you are no
doubt aware, Morrisons recently completed a takeover of Safeway Stores Plc and is now the
UK’s fourth largest superstore operator. Our client welcomes the opportunity to be involved in
the structure plan review process at this early stage.

The Ayrshire Joint Structure Plan (Ayrshire JSP) Consultation Draft details the various tasks to
be carried out in order to provide a basis for retail planning policy within the structure plan. By
undertaking these tasks, the Ayrshire JSP should be able to provide more focus and detail to
retail policies, in accordance with national policy, as recommended in National Planning Policy
Guideline 8 (NPPG8). On this basis, we would like to make the following comments and hope
that you take the following into account in the formation of retail policies in the consultation
drafts and finalised draft of the structure plan.

Retail Provision / new opportunities

It is important that the local plan review is based on up to date and accurate information.
Accordingly, Morrisons would be keen to ensure that a full review is made of existing -etail
provision. This would be in accordance with paragraph 91 of National Planning Policy Guideline
8 (NPPGS8). On this basis, we welcome the proposal to carry out studies during the early part of
the plan period, as stated in paragraph 3.29 of the Ayrshire JSP consultation draft.

We would expect that these studies would highlight any current or potential deficiencies in both
qualitative and quantitative retail provision.

The consultation draft seeks to promote the town centres (as identified in Schedules 1A & 1B)
as the preferred locations for retail development. However, in certain instances, this can
discourage particular retailers whose format does not suit a town centre location. Where sites
are identified for retail development, an indication should be provided to identify the type and
scale of retail that is considered to be most appropriate on each individual site. In doing so, it
is more likely that the most appropriate retailer will be attracted to the site. In turn, this will be
to the benefit of the wider area and to consumers. On this basis, there should be flexibility in
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developments. This would provide consistency with paragraph 88 of NPPGS.

Finally, in identifying sites for retail development, their scale and location (for example in co-
crdination with proposed housing developments) should be clearly indicated. By way of
example, the Ayrshire JSP places particular emphasis on the need to build significant numbers
of new houses over the plan period. Provision must be made, through structure plan policies,
to ensure that these new housing developments are served by services such as retail.

Health Checks

It is acknowledged in the consultation draft that the three town centres of Ayr, Kilmarnock and
Irvine are showing signs of distress. On this basis, we would refer to paragraph 32 of NPPGS.
Paragraph 32 states that where town centres have failed to develop or attract sufficient custom,
‘a different approach may be necessary’. Although these town centres would benefit from
regeneration initiatives, planning authorities are advised to be ‘realistic in their expectations’
and may have to consider ‘managing the decline in the importance of the centre’.

General Matters

NPPG8 sets out criteria against which retail development proposals should be assessed. For
clarity and to reduce the potential for conflict with NPPGS, the Ayrshire JSP should set out
criteria based policies that reflect paragraph 45 of NPPG8. This is as recommended ir
paragraph 88 of NPPGS.

Furthermore, to ensure consistency between the Ayrshire JSP and national planning policy, we
would be keen to ensure that the retail terminology used within the structure plan accurately
reflects the definitions provided by NPPG8's glossary of terms where possible. In doing so, we
would hope that this would help to avoid any ambiguities between the two documents.

Accordingly, we would respond to question 16 of the Ayrshire JSP consultation draft as follows.
In this instance, we would suggest that, for the reasons set out above, the policy to focus retail
development to town centres should be flexible to ensure that alternative sites outwith town
centres are considered. It may not be appropriate for all town centres to remain as the main
focus for retail development.

Finally, Morrisons would be particularly keen to be kept informed of the progress of tre
structure plan review and would welcome further opportunities to make representations in the
future. In the meantime, we look forward to receiving confirmation that this represertation has
been received.

If you have any queries or if you require any further information from us in respect of the
above, we would be happy to discuss this with you.

Yours faithfully
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Peter Carus
Mappin Planning & Development
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Please complete the details below and attach it with your response. This will help ensure we

handle your response appropriately:

1. NAME MATNS ClanminGg & Deve e benst
ADDRESS A ST 3AMS. . ZeAD
Col ASC.C oy

2. If you are responding as an individual: ‘ A

Do you agree to your response being made available to the public?

Yes No

3. Where confidentiality is not requested, we will make your response available to the

public on the following basis (please tick one of the following boxes)

Yes, make my response, name and address all available

Yes, make my response available, but not my name or address

Yes, make my response and name available, but not my address

4. if you are responding on behalf of a Group or Organisation:

Your name and address as respondees will be made available to the pubilic (in the
AJSP&TC Library and/or AJSP&TC website). Are you content for your response to be

made available also?

Yes [ No

THANK YOU FOR COMPLETING THIS CONSULTATION DOCUMENT




