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Written Representations in respect of
Ayrshire Joint Structure Plan 2035: Consultation Draft

Introduction

This representation is submitted by the GAAC which is a consortium comprising General
Aviation (GA) association, aerodrome operators, flying training organisations, oil
companies and other bodies.

It is submitted in order for GA issues to be considered in the context of the Consultative
Draft Structure Plan.

General Aviation(GA)

General Aviation (GA) which, with Aerial Work (AW), covers all civil aircraft activity
other than that carried out by the commercial air transport (CAT) sector, is largest part of
the UK aviation community.

. Whilst the CAT sector operates about 850 aircraft and uses 25 airports, the GA fleet
exceeds 8,500 conventional aircraft, including helicopters, and extends to 12,500 if
gliders, microlights and balloons are included.

. The number of GA aircraft represents a growing proportion of the total aircraft on the
UK register. GA in the UK uses 143 aerodromes licensed by the Civil Aviation
Authority (CAA) and more than 350 unlicensed flying sites.

. Whilst 85% of filled seats on airlines are occupied by people flying for leisure
purposes, more than 70% of flights carried out by GA/AW have some business or
safety connotation. These include business flights, pipeline work, police and
pollution patrols, traffic surveys, medical flights, newspaper and postal flights, aerial
surveys, civil search and rescue operations and pilot training.

. The airline industry depends very heavily on GA to provide a supply of new junior
pilots, many of whom start by learning to fly for pleasure and who later decide to opt
for flying careers. These people, most of whom train at their own expense, must be
able to fly without undue restrictions, from aerodromes that are within easy reach of
their homes or their places of work.

Central Government Advice

Central Government advice is embodied in paragraphs 67 to 69 of NPPG17 Transport and
Planning, which makes it clear that Authorities should consider aviation issues in the
context of preparation of Development Plan policies.

GA plays a vital role in several ways:

(i) It forms an essential element in the overall transport infrastructure.
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(i) It brings considerable economic benefits to an area in assisting the functioning of
businesses and fostering links with other parts of the country and Europe.

(iii) It broadens the range of recreational facilities available in the area.

(iv) It assists services such as the public utilities, police and statutory undertakers (for
survey work) and medical services (for organ donations etc).

(v) [Itassists pilot training.

I enclose a leaflet “Your Aerodrome” which expands upon these points.
Suggested GA related policy

Whilst it is noted that a policy and text refers to Glasgow Prestwick International Airport, it
is requested that a policy be included in the Structure Plan relating to GA. This would
provide clear guidelines to existing operators and any potential operator who may wish to
establish even the smallest landing strip within the Ayrshire area. Clear criteria help both
potential applicants and Local Planning Authority officers in determining an application.

“The establishment of flying sites for all types of aviation activity, or changes to operations
at existing sites, will be considered on their merits having regard to the following:

i) The economic and employment advantages arising.

i) The broadening of the range of recreation provision available within the area.

iii) The likely impact upon residential and other noise sensitive properties in the
immediate vicinity (i.e. under flight paths and circuits), by virtue of noise and
disturbance.

)  The locational benefits to public services.

v)  The site’s role in the overall transport infrastructure of the area, having regard to site
access and sustainable development issues.

vi)  Visual impact.

vii)  The impact on nature conservation interests.

Restrictions upon the number, type and times of movements would be the subject of
conditions attached to any grant of permission as required in the specific circumstances of
the case and in negotiation with the operator, having regard to the economic viability of the
site.”

Please consider inclusion of an appropriately worded policy within the Structure Plan.

Anna Bloomfield BA(Hons) MRTPI
Planning Co-ordinator, General Aviation Awareness Council August 2004




