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Dear fan

AYRSHIRE JOINT STRUCTURE PLAN 2025 ~ CONSULTATION DRAFT

1 refer to the above draft plan, which was issued for public consultation last year. | appreciate that
this submission is rather late, but having discussed the matter with you on Friday 22 April | am
grateful that you are willing to consider the contents detailed below.

GL Hearn has been appointed by Mr David Wills, owner of Shields Farm, Monkton to promote his
land for development purposes. The land at Shields Farm (as detailed on the attached plan),
benefits from excellent connection to both the A77 and each end of the two runways at Glasgow.
Prestwick Intemational Airport.

As | am sure you are aware, there is significant interest in the land surrounding the airport and
Monkton village, with the potential for development opportunities at the BAe Systems plant, HMS
Gannet, as well as on adjacent farmiand.  Given the increasing importance of the airport, and the
greater accessibility of South Ayrshire generally following completion of the M77 extension, the land
between the A77 and the airport could offer excellent opportunities for a variety of uses, and assist
in meeting wider economic and residential requirements for the area. Given s potential, and the
size of area concerned, | believe that it would benefit from intervention at the sirategic policy level

I have previously advocated the introduction of a structure plan policy, which would require the
integrated masterplanning of this general area, and | again propose such an approach in support of
Mr Wills' interests. There are a number of different interests in the locale and significant
opportunities. Careful planning of the area would help to unlock s potential, and help o address
the various needs of residents, business and the environment. In my opinion, Mr Wills' land could
Play a key role in opening up the land to the north and east of the airport, and provide the
opportunity to introduce new connections into the employment land to the south east of Monkton. In
many ways, Mr Wils' land offers better connections and opportunities for runway related activity
than provided by the present Aerospace Park. When considered as an access point to HMS
Gannet and BAe, it also scores better than the present arrangements, in that it would provide
access without impacting on the centre of Monkton as at present. Without a requirement to address
this area's development needs in an integrated manner, such benefits may not be achieved.

‘The recent decision by the Court of Session in respect of the Glasgow and Clyde Valey Structure
Plan Alteration regarding Ravenscraig confirmed that the role of a structure plan is to define what





[image: image2.jpg]should be achieved during the period of the plan, and ot simply reflect existing circumstances. In
my view, it is likely that significant pressure will be applied to secure altenative development for
both large parts of BAe Systems land, and also HMS Gannet, in addition to general pressure for
development in the area. Given that such pressure will probably occur within the period of the new
Structure Plan, it would be sensible, in my view, to establish an appropriate policy framework which
sought to deliver a sustainable, planned and equitable development solution for the area bounded
by the airport, the A77 and the ATS.

1 hope that you are able to consider this proposal and support the rationale behind the idea. | would
very much like to have the opportunity to discuss this idea in more detail with you, and find out your
views on the matter. Please do not hesitate to contact me if you wish to discuss this issue in more
detail

Yours sincerely

WW’\J

Ruairidh Jackson
Associate Planning Director
ruairidh_jackson@glhearn.com
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