[image: image1.png]008224
DALMELLINGTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL

27 AUS 2004
c/o Hollybank, Ee=-2 ) A
32 Main Street,
DALMELLINGTON
KA6 7QL

25™ August, 2004

Tan Johnson,

Ayrshire Joint Structure Plan and Transportation Committee
15 Links Road,

PRESTWICK,

KA9 1QG

Dear Mr. Johnson,

['write on behalf of Dalmellington Community Council with regard to the
Consultation Draft for the new Structure Plan for Ayrshire and would wish to make
the following comments:-

While we understand that the Upper Doon Valley had been identified as a preferred
location for wind turbines but may not continue to be so identified due to the impact
this would have on the approaches to Prestwick Airport. We as a Community
Council are concerned this situation may change and that the area around
Dalmellington would, in the light of changing technology etc., again be identified as
a preferred location.

Factors, other than the Prestwick flight path, have to be taken into account. This
area has seen little or no economic regeneration for several decades. It has in the
past made a major contribution to the provision of energy for the wider community by
virtue of the deep mining and opencast mining that has taken place. When deep
mining ended no alternative employment opportunities were available within the local
community (particularly male employment). Opencast mining, as you are aware,
affords little in the way of local employment.

Local and statutory organisations have for some time now attempted to tackle the
regeneration of the area and it is clear that tourism, featuring the open countryside and
outdoor pursuits is the way forward for this community.




[image: image2.png]The Community Council is keen to see this happen and on an annual basis organises a
number of events to attract people into the area. There are the shoots of
regeneration, evidenced by private housing development, new shops opening, and the
visitor numbers at Loch Doon.

The local community feels that a wind farm would have a negative impact on the area.

We hope, therefore, that the welfare of the local community would be a major factor
in ensuring that this area is not identified as a preferred location for wind turbines.

Yours sincerely,

Maryum Ali
Chair
Dalmellington Community Council.




