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AYRSHI RE JO NT STRUCTURE PLAN 2025: CONSULTATI ON DRAFT

The Confederation of UK Coal Producers (Coal pro) represents nenber conpanies
who produce over 90% of UK Coal output.

Coal pro appreciates the opportunity to respond to this consultation draft
and wishes to do so inalimted way in relation to mneral resources
(section 4.30, Question 24 refers).

Coal pro is pleased that the ongoing econom c inportance of coal extraction
by opencast nethods is recognised in the draft and that the identified
preferred areas for opencast coal extraction remain relevant. W would al so
like to enphasise the inportance of the industry for |ocal enploynent.

Wth respect to Question 24, mineral resources can be managed in a
sust ai nabl e way by ensuring that new sites are made available tinmeously to
repl ace sites that are exhausting, and by ensuring that such resources are
not unecessarily sterilised by other fornms of devel opnent.

Proper managenent of operations can mnimnm se | andscape and conmunity inpacts
and it should be recognised that, on restoration after extraction has been
conpl eted, there are significant opportunities to enhance, and not nerely
mai ntai n, biodiversity.
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